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Ngatiwai Education Science 
Academy Boosts Opportunities 
for Taitamariki

Ngātiwai Education has established a 
Science Academy successfully running a 
programme that provides an opportunity 
for taitamariki to experience science 
through a Māori world view. At the heart 
of the programme are noho Marae which 
take students out of the school and into a 
very different classroom.  
Ngātiwai Education has been working 
in schools for some time mentoring 
taitamariki in science and to bring tikanga 
to their learning. The mentoring work has 
been invaluable to students wanting more 

from the science being offered at school.  
Teachers have found Māori mentors in 
the classroom stimulate a wider range of 
questioning and inquiry and have noticed 
students are more open to learning, 
creating confidence in their own teaching 
and ākonga learning.  An unexpected 
benefit is that teachers are also keen to 
incorporate more Māori content into their 
science lessons.  

Ngātiwai saw an opportunity to develop 
the Science Academy programme to 
build on the mentoring programme and 

Ākonga at Paratene Te Manu Marae, Ngunguru April 2015.
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further embed tikanga in learning giving 
taitamariki an invaluable foundation in life 
and science.

The Academy programme is now well 
underway and mostly target year 9 
students.  The main objective is to allow for 
more focused time to experience science 
from a Māori world view, in particular 
Ngātiwai tikanga and kaitiakitanga.

Ngātiwai Education  believe that now more 
than ever issues such as global warming 
and environmental disasters have opened 
up an opportunity for Māori worldwide.

Science Academy Coordinator Gayle 
Wellington Dowsett sees the challenge of 
diminishing interest in science at school 
and at a tertiary level as a real opportunity 
for Ngātiwai.  “If we make science exciting 
and relevant early on, and ensure learning 
happens within a Māori world view, that is 
what the point of difference becomes for 
Maori in science.  On a global scale this is 
where I see we can have the edge”.

Kaitautoko Matua Max Thompson believes 
they are on the right track “We should 
pass this knowledge on and these noho 
allow students the space to learn and 

grow in ways that a ‘typical’ classroom 
does not. The only downside is that we 
have had to limit numbers.”

Ngātiwai Education are optimistic the 
programme will pay dividends as the next 
generation of students come through and 
believe the prospects for Māori are high 
in many areas such as sports performance, 
health sciences, physics and biology/
ecosystems.  Matua Max adds, “the list 
goes on and on, but put quite simply, 
pūtaiao is in everything and everywhere”.

Whakawātea with Matua Max at Whakapaumahara Marae, 
Whananaki May 2015.

Ākonga taking time out to reflect.

Ākonga at Omaha marae and preparing to dive at Leigh Marine Reserve
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The method for allocating the Māori 
Fisheries Settlement has been finalised 
for more than 10 years now.  Given 
effect through the passage of the Māori 
Fisheries Act in 2004 it created four 
entities to govern and manage parts of 
the settlement.

Since the Māori Fisheries Act provides for 
a review after 11 years of operation those 
entities came under review this month. 
The entities are; 

1. Te Ohu Kaimoana (the Māori Fisheries 
Trust)

2. Aotearoa Fisheries Limited (AFL)

3. Te Pūtea Whakatupu Trust, and

4. Te Wai Māori Trust

In essence, the review was to assess 
the effect of the governance of the 
four entities on their performance in 
discharging their duties and functions 
under the Act, including their ability 
to deliver benefits to the various 

beneficiaries of the settlement.

The review was to take into account 
the effect of restrictions on the disposal 
of settlement assets as they relate to a 
Mandated Iwi Organisation’s (MIO), or an 
Asset Holding Company’s (AHC) ability to 
deliver benefits to the iwi’s beneficiaries, 
as well as to AFL’s ability to deliver to 
its income shareholders (Iwi and Te Ohu 
Kaimoana). The independent review was 
completed and various recommendations 
were made.

Review of the Māori Fisheries Settlement Structures ?? ?

? ?Pataia Mai
Each month in Pātaia Mai we provide answers to the questions or issues raised.  In this 
month’s issue we look at the Review of the Māori Fisheries Settlement Structures.

TOKM established an Iwi Working Group 
to consider the recommendations and 
consult with all Iwi on the proposed 
changes prior to a vote which must by 

statute was to be taken no later than 4 
June 2015.

The Iwi Working Group developed a Draft 
Working Paper for Iwi to consider and 

organised 7 hui throughout the country 
for a presentation to be delivered and 
questions clarified ahead of the vote.

Iwi Working Group

Key Dates 28 April 15 • Attended the Iwi Working Group hui in Kaikohe 

30 April 15 • Pānui sent out to members of Ngātiwai to attend a hui to discuss the proposals further on 29 
May 2015

Mid May 15 • Summarise views on the meeting and report back to the iwi via the May newsletter and place 
on website

22 May 15 • Attended hui in Wellington to discuss vote resolutions

29-May-15 • Hold Hui to discuss the proposals and seek the views of Ngātiwai members

4-Jun-15 • Attended SGM in Wellington to cast vote consistent with the views of Ngātiwai

Key Dates Completed

Ngātiwai Trust Board Fisheries Committee 
members Gary Reti and Henry Murphy 
and Board Chair Haydn Edmonds 
attended the hui in Kaikohe on 28 
April and share their opinions on the 
presentation.

What did you take from the review 
presentation?

“I thought the presentation was clear and 
what I liked about what they were saying 
is that the little iwi would be looked after 
as well as the bigger ones.”

What do you think would be the net 
effect of the review overall?

“Breaking it down and having one 
organisation instead of many means that 
we as iwi would be closer to the play. We 
wouldn’t have to move through the layers 
of governance. In my mind it seemed as if 
the various structures were in competition 
with each other and the new way forward 
would be more streamlined”.

What kind of impact do you think there 
will be on Ngātwai?

“All those that had done a good job on 
setting a solid foundation for Ngātiwai 
should be thanked, the likes of Witi 
McMath, Hoori Parata, Laly Haddon 
and the many others. They laid down 
a good solid base that is now pretty 
well established and were quite wise 
in accumulating crayfish stocks and 
investments we have now and are of 
benefit to us. I don’t think we will be 
impacted too much other than positively 
because things will be more streamlined”.

Iwi Working Group Presentation Kaikohe 28 April 2015
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Whānau Champions openly share their whānau education dreams and aspirations.

As a Mandated Iwi Organisation (MIO) 
under the Act Ngātiwai Trust Board had 
the opportunity to cast it’s vote alongside 
other MIO’s on 4 June 2015.  However, we 
did not want to vote without firstly being 
well informed on our member’s views on 

those recommendations.

We called for you to make submissions 
on the recommendations due by 
Friday 15 May 2015 and we took those 
recommendations into consideration.

A Word From The Chair

If you would like to know more go to this 
web address on our website, http://bit.
ly/1DZj18b, to access the PowerPoint 
presentation of the Iwi Working Group hui in 
Kaikohe 28 April 2015. This should provide 
you with a good overview of the review.

If you require further information you can 
also go to the following resources:

Reference Documents

1. Taia Kia Matariki Make sure the 
net is closely woven, Independent 
review of Maori Commercial Fisheries 
Structures Under the Maori Fisheries 
Act 2004, Tim Castle, Barrister, 
Wellington 

http://teohu.maori.nz/review/
documents/report/Maori_Fisheries_
Review_2015.pdf

2. Review of Maori Fisheries Entities: 
Existing and proposed governance 
arrangements, Draft Working Paper 
prepared by the Iwi Working Group 
for discussion with Iwi (undated) 
http://teohu.maori.nz/review/
documents/IWG_FINAL_DFT_4IWI.
pdf

3. Iwi Working Group Presentation 
on the review of the Maori Fisheries 
Settlement Structures  
http://bit.ly/1DZj18b

More Information

Ngatiwai’s New Chief Financial Officer  
Welcome Addition to Ngatiwai Trust 
Board Team
Ngātiwai’s Angeline Waetford has 
been appointed to Chief Financial 
Officer (CFO) for Ngātiwai Trust Board.  
Board Chair Haydn Edmonds says the 
appointment is a welcome one, “Having 
Angeline’s expertise in-house is good 
for us, she is familiar already with the 
organisation and how it operates and has 
hit the ground running.  And importantly, 
she hails from Ngātiwai which makes it 
complete”.
Angeline is also well known in hockey 
circles as one of New Zealand's top 
hockey coaches and has been involved 
in Hockey New Zealand's Junior Black 
Sticks women's programmes for the past 
six years.  In 2014 Angeline was named as 
coach of the Northland women's National 
Hockey League side and received the 
Sport Northland Coach of the Year Award.

She has been head coach or assistant 
coach of many New Zealand age-group 
teams over the years, and was assistant 
coach of the 2013 under-21 Junior Black 
Sticks team that finished ninth at the 
Junior World Cup.

Angeline is also a board member of Sport 

Northland and takes a keen overview of 
what’s happening in Northland.

Angeline believes that whether you are 

playing hockey or running an organisation, 
developing a winning culture and having a 
good strategy are key to success.

Angeline (centre front) supported by her whanau is welcomed to Ngātiwai Trust Board
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Sperm Whale – Physeter Macrocephalus

www.ngatiwai.ac.nz

Parāoa ki a Ngāti Wai
Parāoa are considered a kaitiaki to the 
people of Ngāti Wai. Many people tell of the 
feeling they have been cared for by these 
giant mammals while they have been at sea. 
Others tell of a feeling that the parāoa are 
communicating with them, warning them 
of dangers at sea or merely swimming up to 
their boats to interact.

A Ngāti Wai legend tells of our tupuna 
Manaia being escorted by parāoa on his 
journey from Hawaiki, and at many of the 
Ngāti Wai places Manaia stopped when he 
arrived in Aotearoa, there are rocks that 
represent those parāoa.

Terenga Parāoa (Whangarei) was a well-
known gathering place for parāoa. Our 
tupuna Manaia’s rocky stance overlooks 
what was a harbour often filled with these 
magnificent mammals.

Kōrero from Ngāti Rehua whalers from Aotea 
about tohoraha is that they won’t go back to 
places in the ocean where their tupuna have 
been killed.

Ngāti Wai in the past would be warned of 
a rangatira’s death by a whale stranding. 
This monumental and beautiful beast would 
provide food for the many who would come 
to pay their respects to the rangatira. 

Compare what happens to stranded whales 
now, to what happened in the past. In 
Northland, Ngāti Wai work alongside the 
Department of Conservation to rescue as 
many whales as possible and to ensure that 
dead whales are dealt with according to 
tikanga.2

1  Department of Conservation
2 Ngāti Wai whānau

Parāoa are purplish-brown or dark grey in colour, with a white underbelly. They have 
wrinkly skin and a large, rather square head making up around one third of their body 
length. Females are smaller than males with a proportionately smaller head. The dorsal 
fin has been reduced to a low hump and there is only one, slit-like blowhole, situated on 
the top left side of the snout. 

New born parāoa are between 3.5 and 4.5 metres long and they grow up to 18 metres 
in length as adults.

Parāoa are one of the easiest whales to identify at sea. Their angled, bushy blows make 
them easy to spot even though they rarely show much more above the surface.

Endangered?
Parāoa were one of the most heavily exploited 
of all the world’s whales, although they are still 
relatively abundant.

In the past whaling stations were responsible 
for the deaths of hundreds of parāoa. Today, 
threats to parāoa include entanglement in fishing 
gear and collision with ships. Studies on the 
effects of tourism on parāoa have found they 
react negatively to rapid approaches by vessels, 
sudden changes in speed, and close approaches. 
These whales respond by spending less time 
at the surface, and so tourism has an impact 
on their normal behaviour. The Department 
of Conservation undertakes management and 
monitoring of whale-watching operations in an 
attempt to lessen the negative effects of tourism 
on this species.1

Killer whales have been seen attacking parāoa, 
but usually unsuccessfully. Pilot whales are also 
known to harass them. Younger animals are at 
risk of attack by large sharks. When confronted 
with predators, individuals are known to form a 
defensive cluster. 1

 

 

 

Where to find them
These whales are widespread around the world, but have a patchy distribution. 
Although Kaikoura is home to the main New Zealand population of parāoa, they 
are also often seen along the Ngāti Wai coastline. 

They prefer deep water (>200m) and so are usually found offshore and in 
areas with submarine canyons such as Tawhiti Rahi and Aorangi islands. They 
generally move towards the poles in summer, males more so than the females 
and juveniles. Females usually inhabit water deeper than 1000m at latitudes 
less than 40-50°. Male distribution extends to more temperate latitudes.1 

Menu
Parāoa are toothed whales and dive to great depths to feed. They eat large 
organisms, mainly squid, but males are also likely to eat demersal fish (fish that 
feed on the ocean floor) including sharks and rays. They are thought to feed 
using clicks, which can both locate and possibly stun their prey. Dives have been 
known to last for over one hour and can be deeper than 1000m. Most dives 
tend to last around 35 minutes, extending down to 400 m.1

Lifespan
Parāoa are long lived and do not reach physical maturity until about 30 years 
old (females) and 50 years old (males). Females reach sexual maturity at around 
9 years old and give birth roughly once every 5 years to one calf. Gestation lasts 
for approximately 14-16 months. Males appear to not reach full sexual maturity 
until their late twenties.1

Te Au Here o Tukaiaia
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2015 Education Scholarships 
Awarded in a Diverse  
Range of Fields

Raymond Tana - 
University of Waikato - PhD
“I would very much like to thank the committee members involved 
in awarding me the 2015 Ngātiwai Trust Board Annual Scholarship 
particularly as funding is only allocated for three years at University's for 
PhD's and I am in my final fourth year now.

Aside from deep-sea fisheries, I also have a very strong background in 
freshwater ecology regarding our own indigenous freshwater fish species 
and in the past have conducted research back home on Banded Kōkopu 
in the Whau Valley Reservoir in the hope one day it may be used by 
Ngātiwai as supporting research in the management of freshwater fish in 
the Ngātiwai rohe.”

Kiri Toki – 
Harvard Law School 
Masters in Law (LLM)
“I am from Motairehe and Kawa marae, and was raised on Aotea (Great 
Barrier Island).  I am currently a commercial litigator at Chapman Tripp 
(Auckland), having graduated with a BA/LLB (Hons) degree from the 
University of Auckland in 2011.  Later this year, I will study for a Masters 
of Law (LLM) at Harvard, focusing on how the law can grow the Māori 
economy and support Māori commercial desires.  My ultimate goal is to 
help my iwi and hapū grow their post-settlement assets.  I would like to 
thank the Ngātiwai Trust Board for its support. Postgraduate studies are 
very expensive, and the financial support is greatly appreciated.” 

The 2015 round of scholarships have been 
awarded to Ngātiwai members and the 
calibre of applicants and the fields they 
have chosen to study in have impressed 
Education Scholarships committee 
member Kris MacDonald  “This year 
Ngātiwai Trust Board awarded 34 
scholarships and it’s astonishing the range 
and  breadth of the fields of study our 
whanau are participating in.”

“We are happy to have awarded each 
applicant up to $500 per application” 

Kris says. “We see it as small contribution 
to the overall investment a student 
may make during their study especially 
when we consider some have family 
commitments or may be shouldering 
student debt. It’s very humbling to us 
and starts to put our contribution into 
context.”

Ngātiwai Trust Board makes an annual 
contribution to students at school and at 
tertiary institutions throughout the country. 
While the Board has a limited putea each 

year to award to scholarships it tries to 
ensure all applicants are supported. Below 
are two applicant profiles to provide 
an example of the calibre of Ngātiwai 
applicants received.

Kris believes it imperative to support 
tauira in the quality and diversity of 
education opportunities they have chosen 
to study in “as it ultimately culminates in a 
vibrant and productive future for Ngātiwai. 
Our best wishes go out to them all for 
2015.”

ngatiwai.iwi.nz
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Important Dates
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WHAT WHERE WHEN
Tūparehuia 
Marae Mid 
Winter Ball 

TBC Friday 26 June 
2015

Ngātiwai 
Trust Board 
Trustee 
Meeting

TBC Friday 26 June 
2015

Ngātiwai 
Trust Board 
Quarterly 
Hui-ā-Iwi 

TBC TBC

He Tangata

DID YOU 
KNOW... above the norm!Ngatiwai reo is Nearly a quarter of 

Ngātiwai is able to hold 
a conversation about 

everyday things in te reo 
Māori compared to 18% 

for Māori in New Zealand!
* Source: Statistics New Zealand 2013 Census

Kia Ora!


