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UPDATE

Te Tukaiaia 

With the 
urgent hearings 
completed in 
Wellington in 
December last 
year we are now 
waiting on the 
Waitangi Tribunal 
to complete 
its report on their findings and any 
recommendations. At this stage the Board 
anticipate that the Tribunal may issue a 
report on its finding during the first half of 
2017.

In December the Board received a letter 
from the Crown setting out a work plan. It 
is anticipated that following the Tribunal’s 
report, the Crown and the Board will need 
to consider what the next steps will be in 
terms of any recommendations made by 
the Waitangi Tribunal.  As a consequence 
the Crown has, at this stage scheduled:

• re-engaging with the Board in 
September this year to complete 
Terms of Negotiations by the end of 
2017, and

• An Agreement in Principle by March 
2019

In late December the Crown Forest Rental 
Trust (CFRT), who fund the bulk of work 
towards settlement, advised the Board 
that its approved client status and funding 
has been paused as a result of the Crown’s 
“de-prioritisation” and disengagement 
with the Board, until September 2017. This 
means there will be no funding available 

from CFRT to assist in completing research 
and other activities in the interim. 

Overlapping Claims 
Of great concern are other Iwi and 
Hapu who are ahead on the Crown’s 
work program and have recently moved 
ahead to ratify their settlements with their 
members – taking with them some redress 
options that might have otherwise been 
available to Ngātiwai for its settlement.   
These include:

1. Marutūahu (Iwi specific) Settlements 

In October 2016 the Board received a 
letter from Minister Finlayson concerning 
his “preliminary decision” to provide 
redress on Aotea (Great Barrier Island) 
to Marutūahu Iwi including Ngati Maru, 
Ngati Tamatera, Ngāti Whanaunga and 
Te Patukirikiri. This was despite strong 
objection from the Ngātiwai Trust Board 
in light of the 1996 Maori Land Court 
decision.

2. Marutūahu (Collective) Settlement

During the Board’s discussion with the 
Crown on these matters, it became clear 
that the Crown had already made “final 
decisions” concerning collective redress 
offered to the Marutūahu Collective 
including redress on Aotea (Great Barrier 
Island).  The Board opposed this decision 
and questioned the process which 
excluded Ngātiwai from these discussions. 
Despite the Board’s protest the Minister 
determined to proceed to finalise the 
Marutūahu Collective Settlement. 
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3. Ngati Rehua Ngātiwai ki Aotea 
Settlement

In late December the Ngati Rehua Ngati 
Wai ki Aotea Trust signed a Deed of 
Settlement with the Crown in Wellington.  
An eight week ratification and voting 
process followed. This ended on February 
14, 2017.  

The Ngātiwai Trust Board had opposed the 
Trust’s settlement prior to the ratification 
process getting under way due to a 
number of outstanding concerns it had 
raised with the Trust. Despite this the Trust 
ultimately decided to run the ratification 
process and we now await the result of the 
ratification vote.

4. Hako Treaty Settlement – Statement 
of Association

In late November the Board received a 
letter from the Crown concerning the 
Hako Treaty Settlement negotiations which 
includes a “statement of association” 
relating to a Pa site on Aotea (Great Barrier 
Island).  

The Board opposed any redress offered to 
Hako on Aotea without any documented 
evidence to demonstrate why such redress 
has been offered by the Crown. 

The Board is expected to engage with 
Hako to discuss this redress and provide 
a response to the Crown by February 17, 
2017. However, the Board has not been 
able to secure a date for a meeting with 
the negotiators concerned. 

5. Hauraki (Iwi specific) Settlements – 
Protocol Area Map 

On January 13, 2017, the Board received 
a letter from the Crown concerning a 
“proposed protocol area map”. Included 
within the area on this map are Aotea 
(Great Barrier Island), Hauturu (Little Barrier 
Island) and the Mokohinau Island Group.  
The area identified in the map sets out 
the area over which a “non-exclusive” 
protocol or relationship agreement will be 
established between the Hauraki Iwi and: 

• the Ministry for Culture and Heritage 
in respect of decisions concerning 
“Taonga Tuturu1”, and 

• Ministry for Primary Industries 
concerning a number of decision-
making roles. 

The Hauraki Iwi included in this proposed 
protocol area are Hako, Ngai Tai ki Tamaki, 
Ngati Hei, Ngati Maru, Ngati Paoa, Ngati 
Porau ki Hauraki, Ngati Pukenga, Ngati 
Rahiri Tumutumu, Ngati Tamatera, Ngati 
Tara Tokanui, Ngāti Whanaunga and Te 
Patukirikiri. 

The Board was expected to respond to 
this process by January 31, 2017 but have 
not been able to organise hui with the Iwi 
concerned. 

6. Hauraki (Iwi specific) Settlements 
– Protocol Area for Fisheries RFR’s 
Applies

On January 18, 2017 the Board received a 
further letter from the Crown concerning 
the “proposed area” over which the 
Hauraki Collective “Fisheries Quota 
RFR2”applies. 

This prompted a meeting with the Crown 
to express the Board’s frustration with 
processes and timeframes under which the 

Board is expected to act. 

The Board is expected to engage with the 
Hauraki Iwi concerned in this collective and 
provide a written response to the Crown 
before February 17, 2017, however it has 
not been able to organise a hui with the 
Iwi concerned. 

Where to from here?
With the urgent hearings, Christmas 
holidays and the Triennial Trustee elections 
almost out of the way, we propose to bring 
these and any other pressing matters to 
our Iwi for regular robust discussion. 

Our next hui-a-iwi will be held on 4 
March 2017, 8.30am at Otetao Marae, 
Whangaruru.  We hope to see you all 
there to engage in open and productive 
discussions around these and other 
important Iwi matters.

1 Taonga tūturu is one of 9 categories of protected New Zealand objects defined in the Protected Objects Act. The Act regulates the export of all categories of 
protected New Zealand objects but taonga tūturu is the only category of objects to have separate regulations regarding ownership and trade. 

Taonga tūturu means an object that; (a) relates to Māori culture, history, or society; and (b) was, or appears to have been; (i) manufactured or modified in New 
Zealand by Māori; or (ii) brought into New Zealand by Māori; or (iii) used by Māori; and (c) is more than 50 years old Under the Act, all taonga tūturu found are in 
the first instance (prima facie) Crown owned to allow claims for ownership to be heard by the Māori Land Court. The Act also regulates the sale and purchase of 
taonga tūturu.  

Taonga tūturu could include the following types of objects: Toki / Adze, Wakahuia, Kaheru / Wooden Spade, Kakahu / Cloak, Matau / fishhooks, Taiaha and patu, 
Carved firearms from the New Zealand Wars. (Source: http://www.mch.govt.nz/nz-identity-heritage/protected-objects/taongatuturu) 

2 See page 12 at https://www.govt.nz/dmsdocument/6824.pdf

 See page 15 ibid 
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The results of the Ngātiwai Trust Board 
trustee elections were officially advised 
by Election Services on Tuesday, February 
8, 2017.  
For the Marae where elections took place, 
The Ngātiwai Trust Board is pleased 
to announce that the following people 
have been successful in being elected as 
trustees to the Ngātiwai Trust Board:
Ngaiotonga: 
Merepeka Henley – Trustee 
Ngaio McGee - Alternate Trustee
Tuparehuia: 
Rōpata (Robert) Diamond – Trustee 
Vicki-Lee Going - Alternate Trustee
Punaruku: 
Haydn Edmonds –Trustee 
Houpeke Piripi - Alternate Trustee
Oakura: 
Henry Murphy –Trustee 
Jewel Reti - Alternate Trustee
Whananaki: 
Kathleen Caldwell – Trustee 
Allan Moore - Alternate Trustee
Ngunguru: 
Michael Rundlett – Trustee 
Riki Solomon - Alternate Trustee
As there was only one nomination received 
for the one vacancy for each of the 
following marae, no election was required 
and the respective candidate was declared 
elected unopposed:
Otetao: 
Gary Reti – Trustee
Pataua: 
Hori Mahanga – Trustee
Omaha: 
Annette Baines – Trustee
Motairehe: 
Martin Cleave – Trustee
Kawa: 
Phillip Ngawaka – Trustee
An extended election process for the 
remaining marae is currently being worked 
through.

Congratulations to the two new trustees 
joining the board for the first time – Kathy 
Caldwell and Robert Diamond, and also to 
the returning Trustees.
We would also like to acknowledge Kathy 
Pita for her service to the Ngātiwai Trust 
Board as the representative for Tuparehuia 
marae.  Kathy retired from the board on 
the 27th of January and we mihi to Kathy 
and her whanau for all the great work she 
has done for the board over her 12 years 
of service.
Thank you to all the whanau that took the 
time to vote in this process.
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Acknowledging 12 years of service from 
retiring trustee Kathy Pita of Tuparehuia marae.
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On Tuesday, February 9, the Ngātiwai 
Trust Board announced the appointment 
of Kris MacDonald (Te Whanau a 
Rangiwhakaahu, Ngati Toki, Ngati Rehua, 
Te Aki Tai of Ngātiwai) as Chief Executive 
Officer.
Chairman Haydn Edmonds says the panel 
interviewed some outstanding candidates 
during this process and selected who they 
believe is the best person to take Ngātiwai 
forward.
“Kris is tūturu Ngātiwai and has been 
on this journey with us for a long time.  
Kris has sat on the board for the past 10 
years during which time he has held the 
role of Deputy Chairman.  He brings vast 
knowledge and skills that will be beneficial 
in ensuring that our iwi thrives now and 
into the future.  Kris starts as CEO from 
March 1, 2017."

Kris replaces Angeline Waetford, who 
has been the acting CEO for the past 12 
months.
“I would like to thank and acknowledge 
Angeline for stepping into the role of 
Acting Chief Executive over the past year.  
Angeline has ensured that operations of 
the Trust Board has maintained a high level 
of continuity while we worked through the 
process of appointing a permanent CEO.  
During the past year Angeline has led the 
Trust Board through some challenging 
operational changes which resulted in 
many great results across our business 
units.  Thank you Angeline for your hard 
work and dedication over the past 12 
months”.
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NEW CEO APPOINTED TO THE NGATIWAI 
TRUST BOARD

New Ngātiwai Trust Board CEO Kris 
MacDonald.

Kendell Heremaia, of Whangaruru, is 
living her dream.
On January 22, Kendell’s whanau 
gathered at the Auckland International 
Airport to farewell her on a very exciting 
journey.  The destination - Fordham 
University, United States of America.  
The kaupapa is a four-year scholarship 
which she has been awarded at Fordham 
University in New York.
This new journey for Kendell is the 
beginning of a long-held dream of playing 

basketball in the United States and 
ultimately to play professionally in WNBA 
(Women’s National Basketball Association) 
competition.  This is the first step in 
realising that dream.
Fordham University is a private institution 
that was founded in 1841. It has a total 
undergraduate enrolment of 8855 
students.  At Fordham University it is said 
that "New York is your campus". With 
campuses throughout New York City, 
students live and learn in the thick of an 
urban experience.  This couldn’t be a 

greater contrast to Kendell’s early years of 
living in Whangaruru and her foundation 
in Te O Maori having spent her early years 
learning at Te Kohanga Reo O Mokau.
Kendell is excited and nervous about the 
future and says “this is massive for me!".  
"I was shocked to receive the email from 
Fordham University, let alone those I also 
received from other Universities wanting 
me to go to their kura.  At first I was 
quite worried about going to America but 
towards the end of the year I definitely 

Kendell Heremaia realises her dream through 
hard work and discipline

Kendell Heremaia (right) and the Logo of Fordham University.
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wanted to go."
It was only two years ago that we last 
profiled Kendell who, at just 15, had 
already had a great list of achievements 
at both regional and international 
level.  Through her participation at 
an international level playing for New 
Zealand, she has already seen more parts 
of the world than most teenagers her age, 
with her sport taking her to Kazakhstan, 
Hungary and Australia, to name a few.
The talent of Kendell is such that she had 
four Universities offer her full scholarships, 
with many others also showing interest.  
Of the four, North Colorado showed 
strong interest and had been watching 
her progress over the past few years.  
They were disappointed to not secure a 
scholarship with her, but Kendell and her 
whanau feel that they have made the right 
choice in choosing Fordham.
The Fordham scholarship covers 
everything for Kendell, from her tertiary 
fees, food, accommodation and a small 
weekly allowance to all her basketball 
gear, shoes and other sports requirements.
Her grandfather, Anthony Barber, says he's 

“very proud of Kendell, her achievements 
and what the future has in store for her". 
"It is good for our young people from 
home to see what she has achieved and to 
realise that if you want anything in life you 
have got to work for it. She is disciplined 
and she trains hard.  This is pretty big for 
our whanau.  It all reflects back on the 
whanau, the hapū and the iwi.”  
Grandmother, Meri Barber, is happy that 
her granddaughter has chosen Fordham 
University. 
“I have my two twin daughters, Connie 
and Maryella, in the USA.  Kendell initially 
did want to move closer to her Aunties by 
going to North Colorado, but the whanau 
felt that Fordham was a better option 
for her.  However, it is only a two hour 
flight from where her aunties are on the 
West Coast and they will go see Kendell 
throughout the year. My daughters have 
been in the USA for over 20 years, so they 
will look after her over there too, so we 
are happy.”
Kendell says she is particularly interested 
in studying business and possibly visual 
arts and is excited at what Fordham has to 

offer in these areas.  
"I would like to thank my whanau, hapū 
and iwi who have supported and helped 
me get to where I am today.  I would love 
to come home one day and give back 
to my community in some way to help 
others,” Kendell says.
On behalf of Ngātiwai iwi, we wish Kendell 
a safe journey and all the success and 
experiences that will come her way with 
her new kura – Fordham University.  Well 
done Kendell!!
Ko Huruiki, Matawhaura, Pūhanga-tohorā 
ngā maunga
Ko Mokau, Puna-ki-tere ngā awa Ko Rotoiti 
te moana
Ko Te Uri O Hikihiki, Ngāti Pikiao, Ngai-tu- 
te-auru ngā hapū
Ko Ngātiwai, Te Arawa, Ngapuhi ngā iwi
Ko Mokau, Tāheke, Pukerata ngā Marae
Ko Te Whenuaroa, Te Arawa, 
Ngātokimatawhaorua ngā waka
Ko Waipu, Te Waata Taranui, ngā rangatira

Waiting at the airport to depart to New York with Dad – Ricky 
Heremaia (left) and Grandfather Anthony Barber (right) – proudly 
wearing their Fordham colours.

Kendell (second from left) is already sitting courtside with team mates and 
staff, itching to get on the court.

Touchdown! Kendell (centre front) with other students and staff at Fordham University.



www.ngatiwai.iwi.nz Te Tukaiaia - Te Karanga o te Iwi   Page 5

We are updating our tribal database. Please  make sure we 
have the correct details for you. 
If any of your contact details have changed since you 
registered please call Toni-Marie Sweeney on 09 972 7347 
or email registrations@ngātiwai.iwi.nz to let us know.

UPDATE YOUR 
DETAILS
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Important Dates
WHAT WHERE WHEN
First Board Meeting of elected trustees Ngātiwai Trust Board, Whangarei Friday, February 24, 10am

Ngātiwai Trust Board Hui-a-iwi Otetao Marae, Whangaruru Saturday, March 4, 8.30am

New NTB CEO Kris MacDonald begins Ngātiwai Trust Board, Whangarei Whangarei – March 1, 2017

Ngātiwai Waiata Classes - Please bring a 
plate for shared lunch

Ngātiwai Education – Level 1, Toll Stadium Every Tuesday 10am

Aotea Great Barrier Island Walking Festival 
2017 

Aotea, Great Barrier Island. Go to www.
greatbarrierwalkfest.org to register.

April 29 & 30, 2017
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He Tangata


