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of Ngātiwai descent would like to 
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Kia Tūpato! 
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Beware! 
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Ngātiwai are at sea;
When Tūkaiāia calls  

inland, Ngātiwai are inland
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correct as at the time of printing. 
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Pou rāhui 
erected to 
restore mauri of 
taonga
On Friday the 19th April, the iwi of 
Ngātiwai came together before dawn to 
support the whānau and hapū of 
Matapouri, Te Whānau a Rangiwhakāhu, 
in erecting a pou rāhui at the base of 
Rangitapu (The Headland) and Te Wai O 
Taniwha (The Mermaid Pools).

The official pānui had notified that the pou 
ceremony would happen at 5am, but due to 
a full moon and king tides the hapū 
decided that the kaupapa for the pou had 
to happen earlier or they risked not being 
able to walk around to Te Kohanga Bay (the 
bay at the base of Rangitapu) due to the 
unusually high tide, some suggesting the 
pou was already giving a tohu or a sign of 
its impending rāhui.

So whānau, kaumātua, tamariki, members 
of the local community, representatives 
from the Department of Conservation and 
Whangārei District Council made their way 
to the site of the pou just after 4am, wading 
through waters already above their knees, 
but this was not going to deter those who 
have been passionate about this kaupapa 
for a long time.

A Karakia was held at the site, with all those 
in attendance calling the name of the pou 
three times when summoned – “Rangitapu, 
Rangitapu, Rangaitapu!!”

Te Whānau a Rangiwhakāhu hapū 
Chairman, Aperahama Edwards says, “It's 
been a long time coming but we have 
finally erected our pou rāhui.”

“The poupou are guardians of the Mermaid 
Pools.”

“The pou is called Rangitapu and it’s also 
the name of the area in which it stands.  
We've personified our kaitiaki taniwha 
within the pou, Tuatini and Mauri.”

March / April 2019

www.ngatiwai.iwi.nz

Te Pou Rangitapu 

As those who gathered made their way 
back to the bay prior, the water was now 
well up to and above their waists.  
Children were hoist above parent’s 
heads, camera and lighting gear held 
aloft to avoid being lost in the water, 
with only one report of a cellphone lost 
to the sea. 

Back at the main beach a gathering had 
amassed who had expected the 
proceedings to begin at 5am.   
Rangatira Aperahama Edwards 
explained to all those that had gathered 
why the hapū had made the decision to 
go earlier due to the tide, but included 
everyone who gathered by completing 
the kaupapa for the pou Rangitapu from 
there.

After the ceremony, all those in 
attendance were welcomed back onto 
the marae for some shared kōrero 
about the pou and the significance of 
the sites and why they had to be closed.



Te Whānau a Rangiwhakāhu hapū Chairman, Aperahama Edwards leads the ope in the pou ceremony 
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The impact of people taking a mimi in the 
pools and wearing sunscreen has seen the 
rocks below the surface of the pools once 
coloured pink are now tinged brown.

There is long green algae floating, crusty 
brown sludge on rock surfaces below the 
water and transparent slick on the water 
surface in some places.  The pools and the 
surrounding areas of recent times have 
been known to smell of urine.

At the completion of all the kaupapa a 
breakfast hakari was held at the marae, 
and everyone enjoyed a hearty cooked 
meal put on by whānau.  After such an 
early start, everyone was ready for the kai 
that was eagerly devoured by all.

Aperahama Edwards says, "I mihi to our 
iwi, kaumātua, hapū & whanāu who came 
to tautoko this special kaupapa.  We 
acknowledge our community who are here 
with us today who have supported us right 
through and continue to support.

"I want to make a special 
acknowledgement to the Tai Tokerau 
Maori Artisits Collective and Kapakaitiaki 
who raised the profile of the plight of Te 
Wai O Taniwha."

"E kore hoki e mutu ngā mihi ki a Rua Paul 
kua awhi mai I ana huanga o Te Whānau a 
Rangiwhakaahu otira a Ngātiwai nui tonu 
mai rano I roto I enei tumomo mahi. He 
pera ano te mihi ki to tatou tohunga a  Te 
Warihi Hetaraka."

Aperahama advises that the rāhui will 
remain until the hapū are confident the 
mauri of the Rangitapu and Te Wai O 
Taniwha has returned and that they are 
shown to be in a healthy state.

With its raised profile by the likes of 
tourism websites Trip Advisor, Lonely 
Planet and features on the global giant 
National Geographic, it is little wonder 
that Te Wai O Taniwha, known around the 
world as “The Mermaid Pools” has seen 
foot traffic grow exponentially.

Matapouri local and member of 
Kapakaitiaki, Dorothy Waetford says, 
"Places like Lonely Planet, Trip Advisor 
and things like that – it would be really 
great if they came on board and sent our 
messages out.  People are still welcome to 
come it's just that - Te Wai o Te Taniwha or 
Mermaid Pools needs time to rest, to 
recover.”

Many years ago, access to the pools was 
around the base of the headland 
Rangitapu, never over the top.  In those 
times you would have to shimmy along 
ledges and go through a hole in a rock to 
get there.  But possibly as a tohu, the hole 
through the rock collapsed closing the 
access way (by foot) to the pools.

But as the pools even by this stage had 
already become popular, some visitors 
decided to make a new track over the 
headland Rangitapu.  As the name would 
suggest, this headland is a very sacred 
and culturally significant site to the 
whānau and hapū of Matapouri, and over 
the years local kaumātua and whānau 
have never been happy about the creation 
of this track.

Over time and as a consequence of its 
now global profile, Rangitapu and Te Wai 
O Taniwha have taken a pummelling.  At 
its peak during summer, local whānau 
monitoring their taonga counted 
approximately 500 people visiting the 
pools in one day.

With no toilets or rubbish bins, Rangitapu 
and Te Wai O Taniwha have been 
desecrated with rubbish, human 
excrement, sanitary items and nappies.  

Te Pou Rangitapu about to sees its first daylight

Whānau pay respect to Te Pou Rangitapu

Department of Conservation support the rāhui Local kuia Ngapera Hathaway feels the mauri of the Pou



Earlier in March, Ngātiwai were 
invited to tautoko the release of three 
rehabilitated turtles at Aorangi – The 
Poor Knights.  These turtles have been 
nurtured back to health by the team 
from Auckland’s Sea Life Kelly 
Tarlton’s.

The turtles were all brought to Kelly 
Tartlon's after either being sick or 
injured in their natural wild habitat, and 
without the help and intervention of the 
Team from Kelly Tartlton’s over the past 
twelve months, they probably would not 
have survived.

SEA LIFE Kelly Tarlton's is actively 
involved in rescuing and rehabilitating 
injured, stranded or sick turtles found or 
brought to them. Once brought back to 
health the turtles are then tagged and 
released back into the wild. 

Turtles and other sea life are facing 
unprecedented threats in the wild and 
swim through loads of risks just trying to 
survive. Fishing nets, plastic pollution, 
boat strikes, habitat loss, and coastal 
development are individually and 
cumulatively impacting upon turtle 
numbers around the world, and Kelly 
Tarlton’s are playing their part in the 
conservation of these wonderful 
creatures and were delighted to be able 
to release these three turtles in the 
Ngātiwai rohe.

The team became so close to these 
turtles over the twelve months, they 
refered to them as their beautiful 
beloveds and 

Rescued turtles released in Ngātiwai rohe
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This is Connie.  Connie made a 
remarkable recovery during her time at 
Kelly Tarlton's with issues around 
digestion and oedema. The team said 
that within 24 hours of being in Turtle 
Bay, the green sea turtle rearranged 
everything possible in an attempt to find 
the perfect shell scratcher and now 
weighs a whopping 24kgs.

Te Rangitukiwaho Edwards(front), Kawiti 
Waetford (Back right) and Alyssa Berimballi (Sea life 
Trust)

gave them the names Connie, Toby and 
Jaxon.

Ngātiwai uri Kawiti Waetford said "It's 
awesome to see the turtles, other species 
of fish and our kids swimming together, 
having that connection with Tangaroa and 
hinemoana."

Ngātwai rangatahi, Te Rangitūkiwaho 
Edwards said, "This is the first time I've 
seen turtles released into the ocean.  It's 
awesome to see whānau and organisations 
coming together to support this important 
programme."

This is Toby.  Rescued from just 
outside of Whangārei, Toby is a green 
sea turtle. Despite his small size, the 
team said he is packed full of attitude 
and spends most of his time 
scratching his back on his favourite 
rock.

This is Jaxon.  Jaxon is a loggerhead 
turtle who was rescued at 90 Mile Beach 
with a severe lung infection. He arrived 
at Kelly Tarlton's in an ice-cream 
container weighing a tiny 1.89kg. After 
several weeks of treatment, the team 
said he was back to his sweet self and 
eating like it was going out of fashion - 
now weighing a healthy 7.32kg.

It was a beautiful day on the water, with 
near perfect conditions for the release.

Alyssa Berimballi Aquarist from Sea Life 
Kelly Tarlton’s said, ”Ultimately it's our 
goal to get them back to being a nice 
healthy fit turtle. “

“Most turtles that come to us are really 
under weight and really struggling.” 
“We thank Ngātiwai for all their support 
today, and for allowing us to release 
these Turtles back into their habitat at 
the Poor Knights.”

Ngātiwai Trustee, Aperahama Edwards 
said, ”This has been incredible to be a 
part of and a privilege for us as 
Ngātiwai to see these taonga once 
again amongst our taio.”
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Summary of recommendations/
outcomes from the kāhui 
kaumātua hui held 29th March 
2019 at Paratene Te Manu 
Marae, Ngunguru 

Constitution
After a number of years in ‘review’ the 
recommendation is that an entirely new 
constitution be developed;  and that the 
role of the kaumātua ‘to maintain the 
cultural and spiritual integrity’ of the iwi be 
reflected accordingly.

Naming of a new species 
Kaumātua to consider a name for a new 
species of ‘seahorse’ discovered in Ngātiwai 
waters.  More details to come.

Ngātiwai Festival   
That an inaugural  Tūkaiaia Festival be held 
December 2019.  That the festival be lead 
by the younger generation and supported 
by the Kāhui kaumātua

Ngātiwai Kaumātua Awards
That the inaugural (kaumātua led) Tūkaiaia 
Awards be held (first week of) December 
2019 and that this be a formal award's 
evening (banquet and entertainment) 
recognising Ngātiwai successes.

Hapū to be invited to donate trophies. 
Kaumātua and finalists will be free, and 
ticket sales for others.

Hikoi Tūkaiaia
That the inaugural kaumātua Tūkaiaia Hikoi 
2020 be held (end of March 2020,) travelling 
by bus and boat to the significant sites of 
Ngātiwai.  That the stories be shared and a 
pictorial record be developed.  Option for 
the creation of calendars and a book.  
Proceeds to go towards future kaumātua 
hīkoi.  Potential for Annual Hīkoi book 
series.

The Ngāpuhi kaumātua governance group met with the Ngātiwai kāhui kaumātua 

The Ngāpuhi kaumātua outlined how they 
are arranged on a representative basis with 
9 members supported by a wider base of 
around 50 to 60 kaumātua who meet 
monthly. While they are not directly 
involved in Treaty Claims they have 
focused their efforts on holding wanānga 
to collect and share kōrero with such 
examples as wānanga on youth suicide, 
cremation, organ donation, marae 
protocols and what to do with ashes from 
overseas.  

They have an annual budget but also do 
their own fundraising. They determine what 
they do and where they go within their 
budget but they also fund raise to help 
them attend events such as visiting Tahiti 
to see significant sites associated with their 
tupuna, visiting Sydney to mark 200 years 
of Māori in Paramata.

In summing up the Ngātiwai kaumātua 
kāhui secretary Pam Armstrong said, “we 
were very appreciative of Ngāpuhi 
kaumātua coming to visit today and to 
share their experiences.  At a recent 
wanānga Ngātiwai kaumātua considered 
their role in relation to the Trust Board and 
recommended that a completely new 
constitution be developed.” 

It was also noted given recent events with 
the Hauraki overlapping claims inquiry and 
with Ngatiwai and Ngāpuhi yet to settle 
their own overlapping claims that building 
on the relation between the two groups at 
this early stage was going to be very 
important. Therefore, further hui are likely 
to be planed.

Further Information contact, Pam - 
021704084

Next scheduled meeting - Monday 27 
May 2019, 10am - Ngātiwai Trust 
Board

Nau mai, haere mai!

Ngatiwai kāhui kaumātua update
Hui-A-Iwi
That hui be held for whānau to express their 
aspirations for the future of Ngātiwai. 

Self-reliance  
Self-reliance is a key theme. Proceeds from a 
‘basket social,’ fundraiser (date tbc) will go 
towards supporting kaumātua.

Kaumātua work streams
Work streams are being formed based on 
key interests/knowledge of kaumātua: 
Environment, Treaty, Education, Health, 
Kapa Haka, Music, Te Reo etc.  Updates to 
be given at the bi monthly meetings

Kaumātua awards work stream established: 
Logistics – A. Moore ;   Sponsorship/Funds - 
C. Moore;  Catering - K. Caldwell, 
T .McLeod; Programme/Entertainment - T. 
Barber, E. Reti; Awards - D and H. Rapata, S. 
Rata

Travel support
Travel support by way of vouchers is to be 
budgeted for attendance at kaumātua 
meetings, events.

Hui with Ngāpuhi Kaumātua
On Tuesday the 30th of April, the Ngātiwai 
kāhui kaumātua hosted a delegation of 
Ngāpuhi kaumātua at their monthly meeting 
to discuss common interests.

While very brief Ngātiwai kaumātua outlined 
a raft of issues that they were concerned 
about such as the Treaty settlement process, 
sovereignty, Wai 262 the flora and fauna 
claim, the Sealord Deal, Heritage New 
Zealand’s treatment of wahitapu and pa sites, 
Department of Conservation’s involvement in 
Kauri Dieback, the Mandate reports for both 
Ngāpuhi and Ngātiwai and Hauraki 
Overlapping Claims. There were discussions 
about common concerns such as ensuring 
kaumātua are not used as a tick box or an 
ornamental tekoteko.
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UPDATE

Other procedural issues were uncovered with senior Te Arawhiti staff conceding under 
cross examination that they could have done better with communicating with the 
effected groups.

As a result of this Waitangi Tribunal Inquiry, Te Arawhiti will undertake a review of the 
funding amounts and policy for High Court applications, and will contact each of the 
High Court MACA applicants to participate in the process.

Treaty Claims Committee Chairman, Aperahama Edwards says, “It has been a long 
week, but I feel we presented our case with mana for all of Ngātiwai.”

“Our Treaty Claims Manager, Tania McPherson, did a great job answering questions 
accurately and succinctly during her time on the stand.  She did brilliantly in 
representing this case for our iwi.”

“I would also like to acknowledge our legal team from Henderson Reeves.  Paula Wilson 
and Stuart Henderson have been fantastic to work with, and presented our case 
professionally and totally on point, as acknowledged by the Tribunal and others.”

From here, dates for closing submissions for Stage 1 of the MACA Inquiry (WAI 2660) 
will be announced.  Ngātiwai will shortly decide if we attend the hearings for closing 
submissions or whether we ask our legal team to present our closing submissions at the 
hearings on our behalf.

Aperahama says, “Being involved in these processes comes at huge cost and time.  So 
the iwi will consider its next steps, while being mindful of how we best use our resources 
and manage costs.”

MACA Inquiry Update 
MACA Stage 1 - Week 1 Hearings 

This first week of the Marine and Coastal 
Area Act (MACA) Waitangi Tribunal 
hearings were held in Wellington from 
Monday 25th March to Friday 29th March 
2019.

Ngātiwai were represented at these 
hearings by Treaty Claims Committee 
Chairman and Trustee for Matapouri – 
Aperahama Edwards, Treaty Claims 
Manager, Tania McPherson and our Legal 
Counsel, Stuart Henderson and Paula 
Wilson of Henderson Reeves, Whangarei.  
Our Ngātiwai whānau who presented their 
case at these hearings on behalf of their 
whānau and hāpu did a great job with their 
time in the witness stand, and upheld the 
mana of Ngātiwai proudly.

Ngātiwai were given the opportunity to 
present evidence on the Tuesday 
afternoon with Tania McPherson 
presenting our evidence with our legal 
counsel, and then continuing to stand to 
answer cross examination questions.  The 
Ngātiwai evidence focused solely on the 
procedural and resourcing issues.

Ngātiwai presented very comprehensive 
evidence and this was acknowledged by 
the Tribunal panel, and also by Crown 
counsel and senior staff of Te Arawhiti 
(formerly known as the Office of Treaty 
Settlements).

The procedural and resourcing issues that 
Ngātiwai focused on became more evident 
as the week progressed.  A high court 
registrar under cross examination 
conceded that the High Court was clearly 
not prepared for the tsunami of 
applications that they were to receive, they 
had little preparation, no practice notes or 
guidelines.  They were challenged as to 
whether the Crown could and should have 
been better prepared given other large 
public interest proceedings they have 
previously been involved in.

Left to Right: Stuart Henderson (Ngātiwai Legal Counsel), Paula Wilson (Ngātiwai Legal Counsel), Tania McPherson 
(Treaty Claims Manager) and Aperahama Edwards (Treaty Claims Committee Chairman)

Subscribe to 
our e-panui

If you or anyone else you know that is of Ngātiwai descent would like to register to receive this epanui, please contact us with an 
email address or register with us online.

If you have already registered but we don’t have your current postal or email address let us know by emailing: 
ngatiwai@ngatiwai.iwi.nz
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Some of the Ngātiwai ope that traveled to Waiwhetu Marae for the Hauraki Overlapping Claims hearings

“The time, effort and costs that has gone into defending our Mana is huge, but we 
cannot sit back and watch our Mana Moana and Mana Whenua be given away by the 
Crown without anyone having a conversation with us on our marae first.”

“So we had to travel, we had to fight this injustice and we had to defend the Mana of our 
people.”

“We would like to thank Kiri and all the team from Kahui legal who presented our case 
so professionally and ensured that the mana of our iwi was upheld.”

The timetable for the hearings was constantly changing up to and throughout the 
hearings but live-streaming links to the hearings were provided on a daily basis for 
claimants and was also screened at the Trust Board's offices.  

Although the kaupapa was not a happy one feedback received included:
• Ngātiwai has the strongest case both in terms of poor Crown process and severity of 
redress, particularly on Aotea.
• Ngātiwai and Ngāti Manuhiri provided a united front with our legal counsels tag 
teaming in the cross-examination. 
• The Crown admitted it had made a number of mistakes in relation to the Ngātiwai
involvement in the overlapping claims processes. 
• The Tribunal’s questioning of the witnesses demonstrated it was alive to the Ngātiwai 
case. 

Next steps: 
• Claimants closing submissions are due on 8th May 2019 
• Crown and interested parties closing submissions are due on 5th June 2019.
• Claimants reply submissions are then due on 17th June 2019. 
• The Tribunal's report is likely to take several months to complete given the 
complexity of the claimant's cases. 

Overlapping Claims Update 
WAI 2840: Hauraki Overlapping 
Claims Inquiry
While working through the MACA Stage 1 
hearings, the Board was also preparing to 
appear again at the Waitangi Tribunal 
hearings from 8 – 12 April in Wellington.  
These hearings (WAI 2840) are an urgent 
inquiry into the Crown’s Treaty Settlement 
policy regarding overlapping claims and 
the proposed redress in relation to the 
Hauraki Collective, Marutūāhu Collective 
and individual Hauraki iwi settlements.

A pōwhiri for the hearings took place on 
Sunday 7th April at Waiwhetu Marae, 
Lower Hutt and the hearings began on 
Monday 8th April.

The Board’s representatives, witnesses and 
supporters including our whānau from 
Aotea, attended the hearings at Waiwhetu 
Marae in unison.  Whānau based in 
Wellington also attended in support.  
Ngātiwai presented a very strong presence 
at the hearings together with Ngāti 
Manuhiri.

Kiri Tahana from Kahui Legal set the stage 
for Ngātiwai witnesses with compelling 
opening submissions.  Ngātiwai Trustee for 
Matapouri Aperahama Edwards and 
Ngātiwai Chairman Haydn Edmonds were 
cross-examined and at the last minute the 
Crown and counsel for Hauraki chose not 
to cross-examine Ngātiwai Treaty Claims 
Manager Tania McPherson. 

Treaty Claims Committee Chairman, 
Aperahama Edwards says, “It was great to 
have the Ngātiwai presence seen and 
heard, we really appreciated the tautoko 
from our whānau in Wellington and from 
across the motu that were able to attend."

“Going through these two hearings 
simultaneously has had huge impact on 
our Board and our wider iwi.”  

UPDATE
Continued.....

Ngātiwai stand proud in front of Waiwhetu Marae The outstanding Ngātiwai legal counsel from Kahui Legal - (left to right) 
Aperahama Hurihanganui, Matanuku Mahuika and Kiri Tahana
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CAMPGROUNDS

Come see what’s NEW at 

BLAND BAY

Book 
Online:

80 minutes north-east of Whangarei,  
Bland Bay Campground has been a trusted name in 
relaxation by families for close to 50 years. Upgraded 
facilities mean diving, swimming or fishing, you’ll have 
a great experience every time. Dogs welcome.

blandbaycamp.co.nz

Whatungarongaro 
te tangata 

toi tu whenua

As man 
disappears from 

sight  
the land remains

We are updating our tribal database. Please make 
sure we have the correct details for you. 
If any of your contact details have changed since  
you registered please call Toni-Marie Sweeney on  
09 972 7347 or email registrations@ngātiwai.iwi.nz 
to let us know.

UPDATE  
YOUR  
DETAILS
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Ahatia 
pukepuke te 

moana ka 
whakawhitia 
e Ngātiwai

Even the 
roughest seas 

can be 
traversed by 

Ngātiwai

Important Dates 2019 
WHAT WHERE WHEN
Board Meeting of Trustees Ngātiwai Trust Board, Whangārei Friday, 31st May 2019, 10am

Ngātiwai Waiata Classes. Please bring 
a plate for a shared lunch. 

Level 1, Toll Stadium, Whangārei, 
Ngātiwai Education 

Every Tuesday, 9am

Ngātiwai kāhui kaumātua Monday, 27th May 2019, 10amNgātiwai Trust Board, Whangārei 

New Zealand Certificate in Manaaki 
Marae (Level 3)

Level 1, Toll Stadium, Whangārei 
& Oceans Hotel Tutukaka 

Course runs from 8th May to 4th 
October 2019.  Contact Gayle 
0275433148

Kia Ora!
Follow us on 

Facebook!
Stay in the loop with what is 

happening at Ngātiwai Trust Board 
by following us on Facebook. 

Connect with us
facebook.com/ngatiwaitb



He Tangata
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Te Pou Rangitapu 19 April 2019

mmmm......Kina!
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